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General Studies II: Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme with that of other countries.] 

 

Presidential Election 

• Frequency: Every 4 years. 

• Primary Process: Begins with primaries and caucuses in each state where each party selects its 

nominee. 

• National Conventions: Parties hold conventions to officially nominate their candidate for the 

presidency. 

• General Election: Voters cast ballots for a slate of electors, not directly for the president. 

• Electoral College: 

o Each state has a set number of electors based on its total congressional representation (House 

seats + 2 Senate seats). 

o Most states use a winner-takes-all system where the candidate with the majority of the popular 

vote receives all electoral votes from that state. 

o Maine and Nebraska Exception: Use a district method where some electoral votes are 

allocated based on congressional district results, not just statewide outcomes. 

• Outcome: A candidate needs a majority of 270 out of 538 electoral votes to win. 

 

Steps of the US Presidential Election: 

1. Primaries and Caucuses 

• Purpose: Determine each party’s nominee for president. 

• Process: States hold primaries or caucuses where party members vote for their preferred candidate. In a 

primary, voters cast ballots, while a caucus involves party meetings where members discuss and vote. 

• Timing: Primaries typically start in early states like Iowa and New Hampshire and continue over several 

months. 

2. National Conventions 

• Purpose: Officially select the party’s presidential nominee and announce a vice-presidential running 

mate. 

• Process: Delegates chosen in primaries/caucuses gather to vote on the party’s nominee. This event is 

often a symbolic and media-driven moment to unite the party around the candidate. 

• Timing: Conventions usually happen in the summer before the general election. 

3. General Election Campaign 

• Purpose: Candidates campaign across the country to win votes. 

• Focus: Candidates focus on key issues, hold rallies, and participate in debates. They pay particular 

attention to "swing states" where the outcome is uncertain. 

4. General Election 

• Date: Held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. 

• Voters’ Role: Voters cast ballots for a slate of electors pledged to their chosen candidate, effectively 

voting for these electors rather than directly for the candidate. This is part of the Electoral College 

system. 

https://wa.link/sitok
https://t.me/Sitok_edu
mailto:ceo@sitok.in


 

              | Clear your doubts now.    

2 

5. Electoral College 

• Electors: Each state has a set number of electors (totaling 538), based on its congressional 

representation (senators and representatives). 

• Winning Requirement: A candidate needs a majority (270 or more) of the 538 electoral votes to win the 

presidency. 

• Process: Electors meet in December to formally cast their votes for president and vice president. Their 

votes are counted in Congress in January. 

6. Inauguration 

• Date: January 20 following the election year. 

• Purpose: The newly elected president is sworn into office and officially begins their term. 

 

In the U.S. presidential election, voters don’t directly elect the president. Instead, they vote for a group of people 

called “electors” who have pledged to support a specific presidential candidate. These electors make up what’s 

called a “slate of electors,” and each party has its own slate in each state. 

Here’s a real-life example to illustrate: 

Example: 2020 Presidential Election in Pennsylvania 

In the 2020 election, Pennsylvania, a “swing state,” had 20 electoral votes. Both the Democratic and Republican 

parties had selected slates of 20 electors who pledged to vote for their respective candidates (Joe Biden for 

Democrats, Donald Trump for Republicans) if they won the popular vote in Pennsylvania. 

1. On Election Day (November 3, 2020): Voters in Pennsylvania cast their ballots. However, they weren’t 

directly voting for Biden or Trump. Instead, they were voting for either the Democratic slate of 20 electors 

(pledged to Biden) or the Republican slate of 20 electors (pledged to Trump). 

2. Outcome: Joe Biden won the popular vote in Pennsylvania, so the Democratic slate of 20 electors 

pledged to Biden was chosen to represent the state in the Electoral College. 

3. Electoral College Vote (December): Those 20 Democratic electors then met and officially cast 

Pennsylvania’s electoral votes for Biden in the Electoral College. 

4. Result: Since Biden received 20 electoral votes from Pennsylvania’s chosen slate, these votes 

contributed to his total, helping him surpass the 270 electoral vote threshold to win the presidency. 

In this way, the electors are a "middle step" in the election process. When voters cast their ballots, they choose 

the group of electors who will later officially vote for the president. 

 

Congressional Elections (House of Representatives) 

• Frequency: Every 2 years. 

• Seats: 435, each representing a congressional district. 

• Election Method: Direct election in each district using a first-past-the-post system, where the 

candidate with the most votes wins. 

• Representation Basis: Each district is drawn based on population, meaning districts are adjusted 

(reapportioned) every 10 years following the census. 

• Unique Aspects: Every seat in the House is contested in each election, so the entire House can shift 

politically in any election cycle. 

Senate Elections 

• Frequency: Every 6 years for each seat, but one-third of Senate seats are up for election every two 

years, creating a staggered election cycle. 

• Seats: 100, with each state electing two senators regardless of population size. 

• Election Method: Statewide popular vote; all voters in a state cast their vote for a Senate candidate. 

• Representation Basis: Equal representation for each state, meaning that smaller states have 

proportionally greater influence in the Senate than they do in the House. 

Comparison Table: U.S. vs. India Elections 

Feature U.S. Presidential 

Election 

U.S. 

Congressional 

Election 

U.S. Senate 

Election 

Indian Election (Lok 

Sabha/Rajya Sabha) 
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Position President House of 

Representatives 

Senate Prime Minister / Lok Sabha / 

Rajya Sabha 

Term Length 4 years 2 years 6 years 5 years (Lok Sabha) / 6 

years (Rajya Sabha) 

Voting Method Indirect via Electoral 

College 

Direct by district Direct 

statewide 

Direct (Lok Sabha) / Indirect 

(Rajya Sabha) 

Winner 

Selection 

Winner-takes-all by 

state (most states) 

First-past-the-post 

by district 

Statewide 

popular vote 

First-past-the-post (Lok 

Sabha) / Proportional by 

state assembly (Rajya 

Sabha) 

Representation 

Basis 

Based on state 

population (House + 

Senate) 

Population-based 

districts 

2 per state Population-based (Lok 

Sabha) / State quotas (Rajya 

Sabha) 

Unique Cases Maine and 

Nebraska (district 

method) 

Not applicable Not 

applicable 

Not applicable 
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